Calgary Organ Festival 2018

Royal Canadian College of Organists Calgary Centre

The Tracker

Volume 31, Issue 1
December 2017

www.rccocalgary.org

A Four Day Celebration of the Pipe Organ July 2 - 5, 2018
The Steering Committee of the RCCO 2018 Calgary Organ Festival has been hard at work
planning next summer's event. We are excited to feature a remarkable line-up of performers. Here are just a few:


Paul Halley - five-time Grammy award winner, as well as a collaborative recital
(Missa Gaia) with the Calgary Festival Chorus



Ryan Jackson, performing a world premiere of a piece by former Calgarian
Zachary Wadsworth



Neil Cockburn and the Calgary Civic Symphony, performing the unique "Snow
Walker" by Michael Colgrass



our friends from Edmonton - Jeremy Spurgeon and Duo Majoya.



the National Music Centre



unique and relevant workshops



good food and western hospitality are also on the agenda.

Be sure to bookmark our website www.calgaryorganfestival.ca and check back regularly
for updates!
We will need many volunteers to make this event a reality! Contact Colin Redekop at
calgaryrccoprez@gmail.com to find out ways you can become involved.
We also need your financial support. An anonymous donor has offered to match the
friends of the RCCO and the Calgary organ community donations dollar for dollar, up to a
maximum of $8000! This means your donation will automatically double, and together we
have the potential to raise $16,000! Please address your cheques to RCCO 2018 Calgary
Organ Festival, and mail to RCCO 2018 Calgary Organ Festival Treasurer,
79 Sun Harbour Close SE, Calgary, AB T2X 3C4
This is a tremendous opportunity for us to showcase Calgary's many musical treasures to a
wide audience. Join us!

New Old Pipes Installed at Highwood Lutheran
This spring, the congregation at Highwood Lutheran
Church agree to swap a 40 year old trumpet rank of pipes
from their historic pipe organ with a 161 year old rank
located in Regina. As unusual as this is, the swap happened on July 25
and the congregation couldn’t be
happier.
The story goes
back to when
Highwood bought
the Opus 81 J.H.
and C.S. O’Dell
Pipe Organ (built
Packing up pipes bound for Regina.
in 1870) from Star of
Bethlehem Baptist Church in Ossining, New York in
1967. The organ was complete except for the 8’ trumpet;
it went missing. A new 8’ trumpet stop was purchased
from Casavant Frères in 1969 to complete the organ
when installed at Highwood. In 2012, the RCCO designated the organ
with a category
“B” historic status
because the Casavant trumpet was
too new compared to the rest
of the organ and
tonally was not a
good fit.
Installing the trumpet pipes
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Rick Vander Woude

Hart Godden , an organ technician in Regina, called
up Rick Vander Woude, organist at Highwood, and
said that he had a 8’ trumpet rank from a 1856 Johnson & Sons organ that was being dismantled because
of disrepair. That organ was also build in New York
state and eventually made its way through Boston to
Grace Lutheran
in Regina. He
suggested that
this rank of
pipes would be a
closer
tonal
match to the
O’Dell organ at
Highwood than
what was currently being used Comparing the new and the old. The
Casavant trumpet pipes are the slender
and proposed a silver coloured pipes and the Johnson &
straight swap. Sons trumpet are the larger darker pipes.
The Highwood
congregation agreed and the exchange and installation
took place on July 25.
Members of the congregation came out to unpack and
clean the pipes and pack up the other rank. CBC Calgary was on hand to document the installation and
after a few hours, the new old pipes were in the organ.
The tonal fit was much better and the older trumpet
rank as given a new vitality to the sound of the O’Dell
organ. This organ is the oldest playing historical pipe
organ in Alberta and the fourth oldest in Canada.
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Out and about in Calgary’s Organ World
The RCCO Calgary Centre is a busy place and many events are planned. Several events were held in the fall and several
more are coming up. We hope that you have a chance to be part of the experience.
Rashaan Allwood performed at Knox United Church on September 23. Rashaan
was the first prize winner of the Concours d'orgue de Québec in 2017 and of the
Canadian National OSM Manulife competition in 2016. He also won second prize
in the Wadden Sea International Organ Competition and the Lynnwood Farnam
Organ Competition in 2017. Rashaan is currently pursuing a Master of Music in
Organ and Church Music at McGill University and
studying with Professor Hans-Ola Ericsson.
G.H.O.S.T. (Great Hallowe’en Organ SpookTacular) took place at Knox United church on October 27. Many showed up in their costumes
for a free family-friendly hour before the concert. The infamous 1922 German silent horror
film Nosferatu was shown afterwards featuring Calgary’s own Carlos Foggin on the large
Casavant organ. There was a great turn out and lots of fun had by all.

Upcoming Events
RCCO January Jumpstart. Organist Cellan Hoffman will present a concert celebrating
Canadian composers. Following the concert, there will be a wine and cheese mingle. The
concert starts at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, January 13 at Know United Church. Cost is $20 or
$15 for students and seniors.
St. David’s United (Brent Tucker) presented Sunday Compline services last season, preceded by a short organ recital. The climax of the season was an Organ Gala Concert to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of
their Keates-Geisler Pipe Organ. The first half was an organ recital by Brent Tucker and Garrett Krause (featuring a
new work, Celestial, by Garrett. The second half was dedicated to choral works of Fauré, the Cantique de Jean Racine and
the Requiem. This season, St. David’s will be offering an Advent Evening Compline at 7:30 on Dec. 10, preceded by an
organ recital by Colin Redekop at 7:10pm.
Varsity Acres Presbyterian (Wayne Hubbard) has offered Friday noon concerts and lunch over the past four years.
Organists have included Nicholas Choy, Neil Cockburn, and Jim Picken. Sadly, this series has come to an end.
Knox Presbyterian (Jim Picken) offers concerts monthly on the first Friday (with a few exceptions). A lunch is offered
afterwards, for a small sum, presently $5. The beginning of 2018 will include these concerts: Jan. 12 (second Friday)
Carey Unger, tenor (singer songwriter), Feb. 2 German Canadian Male Chorus (Susan Woodward), Mar. 2 Wild Rose
Trio (Liz Tremblay cello, Mary Hamm clarinet, Julie Jacques piano), Apr. 6 Paul Grindlay, baritone accompanied by Jim
Picken, piano, May 4 Winnifred Hume, organ, June 1 Vermilion Duo (Andrea Neumann, violin, Alexandra Andrievsky,
piano)
Knox United (Chellan Hoffman) Musical Chairs is a free Thursday noon hour concert series at Knox United Church.
Enjoy beautiful music in the intimate acoustic of our Labyrinth Room, or in the majestic space of our sanctuary, depending on the instruments that are creating music that particular day! Visit our website for updates: knoxunited.ab.ca.
Dec. 07 Nicholas Polachuk, piano, Dec. 14 Emma Dunbar, piano, Dec. 21 William Gaskarth, recorder; Chellan Hoffman, organ

ProArts (Damon Johnston at the Cathedral Church of the Redeemer) continues weekly Wednesday noon concerts, to
great acclaim. The best way to keep up with their offerings is to visit the website: http://www.proartssociety.ca/
Cathedral Church of the Redeemer organ concerts will take place in the cathedral on Saturdays at 6 pm performed
by Director of Music Dr. Neil Cockburn: Saturday January 20 with special guest Adam Zinatelli (Principal Trumpet of
the CPO), Saturday March 10 (TBA). General admission is $10, payable at the door (cash only). Each concert will last
approximately 60 minutes, allowing you to catch another downtown show afterwards.
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Calgary Organist Events
RCCO Calgary Lending Library
Recently, the RCCO Calgary Centre received the organ music library of organist
William Wright and has agreed to set it up as a lending library for organists in
the Calgary area. It is an extensive library of over 1200 folios that represent music written for the organ by all major organists from around the world. It also
contains manuscripts from contemporary Canadian composers, compositions
for organ and other instruments, Renaissance and Baroque choral music, and
many method books for the organ. The library will be housed at Highwood Lutheran Church and the catalogue will soon be on the RCCO Calgary Chapter
website.

AN ADVENT SERVICE
OF

And there they sat till dawning light,
Nor ever stirred to awe. 'To-night,
The master hath a noble mood,' they said.
But on a sudden ceased the sound:
Like ghosts the people gathered round,
And on the keys they found his fallen head.
The silent organ had received
The master's broken heart relieved,
And he was white and dead.
From “The Organist”
A poem by Archibald Lampman

LESSONS AND CAROLS
Highwood Lutheran Church
419 Northmount Drive NW
December 10, 2017 at 7:30 PM
Featuring
St. Luke's Church Choir
Advent Lutheran Worship Choir
Amicus Singers
Hope Lutheran Church Choir
New Beginnings Choir
Highwood Lutheran Church Choir
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OrgelkidsCAN Fundraiser
The Royal Canadian College of Organists kicks off its
fundraising campaign for OrgelkidsCAN, a project that
will introduce children to the wonders and music of the
pipe organ by providing them with an opportunity to
learn about, build, and play, a miniature two-rank pipe
organ.
Our vision is to work with Canadian organ builders to
produce 8 travelling kits for use by children in schools,
music festivals, science fairs, and museums across the
country. The organ is a complete, craftsman-built organ
which arrives in a box with all the required parts ready
for assembly, along with a complete set of educational
materials. During the building phase, which takes about
an hour, children learn about the technical aspects of the
mechanics of a pipe organ and discover how the sound
is created. And, of course, when the organ is built, they
play it! When they are done, the kit is disassembled and
put back in the box for the next group of children.

Elizabeth Shannon
OrgelkidsCAN is a projection of our new vision
statement – inspiring connections with organ music – and
reflects our mission to engage more people in the
transforming power of the organ and its music. With
budget cuts to school music programmes and declining access
to music,
children
need our
help more
than ever
to discover the joy
of music.
We hope
that you
will
be
inspired
to help us
create this
extraordinary opportunity for children to learn about and appreciate the beauty of the organ and its music.
Donations may be made online at Giving Tuesday by
clicking here. You can also donate by calling our office at 416-929-6400 (toll free 1-800-259-3621) with
your Visa or MasterCard or by mailing a cheque to
Royal Canadian College of Organists, 202-204 St.
George St., Toronto, ON M5R 2N5

Watch how it’s done here.

Charitable tax receipts will be issued for all donations.

To make this vision a reality we need your help. Our goal
is to raise $70,000 by December 31 and your support is
vital to our success. Every donation will help us reach
our goal and every donation up to $25,000 will
be matched dollar for dollar! We are deeply grateful to
the late Kenneth Inkster whose generous bequest is
providing the matching funds. As an organist, choir director, and lifelong educator, we know that Dr. Inkster
would be pleased that his gift would help to make this
project possible.
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The Fridge Door Page
December
Thursday the 7th at noon. Musical Chairs with Nicholas Polachuk, piano at Knox United
Sunday the 10th at 7:30 p.m. Advent Carol Service at Highwood Lutheran
Sunday the 10th at 7:10 p.m. Compline at St. David’s United
Thursday the 14 at noon. Musical Chairs with Emma Dunbar, piano
Sunday the 17th at 2:30 p.m. Sing Along Messiah with VoiceScapes at Knox United
Thursday the 21st at noon. Musical Chairs with William Gaskarth and Chellan Hoffman at Knox United

January
Friday the 12th at noon. Carey Unger (singer songwriter) at Knox Presbyterian
Saturday the 13th at 7:30 p.m. RCCO January Jumpstart Concert at Knox United
Saturday the 20th at 6 p.m. Adam Zinatelli and Neil Cockburn at Cathedral Church of the Redeemer

February
Friday the 2nd at noon German Canadian Male Chorus (Susan Woodward) at Knox Presbyterian
For more details of these events, see page 3 and 4.

Membership Renewal and Fees
So many good things can happen when a community works together. The RCCO community in Calgary is small and the executive would like to see the membership grow. If you consider yourself an pipe
organ enthusiast, and have never been a member, think about signing on. If your membership lapsed,
it is not too late to renew. By doing so, you are investing to maintain a vibrant organ scene in Calgary
and a larger supporting organ community.
National RCCO memberships should be sent directly to the Toronto office and there are several
ways you can do this: online at www.rcco.ca, by mailing the renewal form, by faxing the renewal form
at 416.929.2265, and by renewing by phone at 416.929.6400.
Fees for Calgary RCCO Centre are Regular $115, Joint $149, Senior $96, Student $61 and Institutional
$115 plus $20 for the Calgary Chapter. All RCCO members receive the full-colour journal, "Organ
Canada," and subscriptions (online or hard copies) for other pipe organ magazines such as “Choir and
Organ”, “the Diapason” and “The American Organist” can also be purchased.

RCCO Calgary Centre Executive
Elected positions
President:
Vice-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Membership Convenor:

Colin Redekop
Chellan Hoffman
Win Hume
Claudia Tiefisher
George Langley

Appointed positions
Concert Director
Webmaster
Poster and Program
Newsletter
Member at Large

Jim Picken
George Langley
Chellan Hoffman, George
Langley, Jim Picken
Rick Vander Woude
Steve Miller

Calling All Writers
The Tracker will be published three time a year
with the sole purpose of highlighting the many
activities of the organ community in Calgary. If
you would like to write articles of interest or
reviews Calgary concerts, please contact Rick
Vander Woude, the Tracker editor.
Deadlines and publication dates:
Submission August 20, published September 1
Submission January 20, published February 1
Submission May 20, published June 1

